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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Dumfries and Galloway Council 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Yes, in principal the outline provided by both the Scottish and UK Governments, in the 
documents attached provides a good starting point covering most elements and provides a 
clear framework for future opportunities to support the transition to a low carbon/zero carbon 
economy and society. However future financial investment needs to be targeted to support 
these emerging opportunities to realise the potential. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

• Financial constraints to implement technologies  

• Upscaling for both already proven technology and new innovative solutions  

• Resources and skills related to the availability of staff to lead these projects.   

• Timescales. 

• Understanding and commitments from stakeholders to facilitate the changes required   

• Effective development of local partnerships with shared outcomes 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Placing Climate, Climate Education and Sustainability at the heart of all operations and 
activities including all policies and strategies; not only reducing energy but increasing carbon 
sequestration through more education relevant to the natural environment, land use activities, 
development of natural solutions to current harmful products and processes. 

Linking green growth to emerging economic activities to promote a conscious choice to adopt 
low carbon or zero carbon approaches is critical to fast track change within all sectors.  

To create effective partnerships with local stakeholders, including communities, public and 
private partners and third sector to support shared priorities and create an effective 
framework for delivery. 

Integration with future land use to develop appropriate regional activity that would enhance, 
protect and promote the role that Scotland’s Natural Capital addresses.  

Given some of the new research becoming available and the opportunities around carbon 
capture particularly within the marine environment further policy work should be directed to 
identify the significant opportunities along Scotland’s coastline. 

 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Place a major emphasis on processes which do not produce carbon in the first place; use 
low carbon/zero carbon products and processes would be a key starting point.  

The ability for the 2021/22 budget to define realistic budgetary allocations to support the 
transition towards green infrastructure investments through grants loans and other 
mechanisms is required along with the allocation of budgets to Local Authorities specifically 
allocated to the green growth sectors such as EV/Low carbon and renewable technologies 
would create an investment portfolio to boost green growth at a regional level to support 
national targets.   

General response 

In general, the proposed responses contained within the documentation provides a good 
starting point and framework to start the transition towards a low carbon society. The outputs 
from the Climate Emergency Response Group in July 2020 provides further clarity and eight 
policy packages provides more detail that covers a broad range of stimulus that will enhance 
and fast track the opportunities for Scotland to move quicker for a low/zero carbon country.  

The need to create effective partnerships at a local regional and national level is a key 
consideration, without the ability to engage correctly to allow buy in and support the 
opportunities available will be significantly impacted and could be negative for the desire to 
see changes that will tackle some of the impacts of climate change. 

The concern remains though that the aspirations and activities highlighted within all 
documentation requires a significant amount of resources to achieve the desired outcomes 
and that those resources and the coordination of those resources needs to be orchestrated 
at a national and regional level to deliver the changes required, failing to secure and allocate 
realistic resources to the green recovery will impact on the opportunities placed in front of us 
and see a continuation of business as usual and a high carbon economy. 


